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and Miss Minna Stillman, has been helpful. Acknowledg-
ment is made of the distinct usefulness of the resources
of the Hoover War Library of Stanford University, with
a collection of source materials relating to the World
War unequaled in America and rivaled only in the two
great European collections at Paris and at London. In
no instance, it should be added, has the author capitalized
his official or professional connections for the disclosure
of secret information.

This book, therefore, in its purpose, scope, and needs
stresses the politico-economic factors of the Turkey of
1908-1923, inclusive. Difficulties that arise in spanning
even these few years are many, since boundaries, peoples,
and governments are continually changing. The author
has taken the Near East to include the lands of the Otto-
man Empire in 1914 plus the Balkan States, the Middle
East to include Moslem Asia south of the present Turkish
Asiatic boundary, the Levant to include the present
European and Asiatic Turkey plus the Middle East, Asia
Minor or Anatolia to include the Asiatic provinces of the
Republic, Iraq to be synonymous with upper and lower
Mesopotamia (although the historical Persian Iraq,
"Iraq-i-Ajami," is larger than "Iraq-Arabi"), Syria to
exclude Palestine, the geographic boundaries to follow
the "Statesman's Yearbook" and the map in this book,
and the "war" to mean always the World War (1914-
1918) unless otherwise stated.

II

At the height of its power, the Ottoman Empire owed
its commanding position to the martial qualities of the
hardy and fearless invaders and to the strong character
of the early Sultans. "For ten generations," wrote Lord
Eversley in "The Turkish Empire," "the Othman fam-
ily produced men capable of leading their armies iij. the